


Bintulu, Sarawak

Bintulu is a part coastal, part riverine town, and the capital of Bintulu District (7,220.4 square kilometers) in
Sarawak, Malaysia. It is approximately 624 km away from Kuching and about 215 km from either Sibu or 205
km from Miri. It is a home to about 200,000 inhabitants. Although it is best known as an industrial town in
Sarawak, the local authorities such as Sarawak Tourism Board and Bintulu Development Authority are now
making a efforts to make Bintulu a tourist heaven.

Fifty years ago, Bintulu was a small fishing village with a population of 5000; now, thanks to its offshore natural
gas fields, it is a booming industrial town and Sarawak’s most important centre for the production of LNG
(liquefied natural gas) and fertiliser. Most travellers who stop in Bintulu, roughly midway between Sibu and Miri
(about 200km from each), visit Similajau National Park or travel overland to or from Belaga.

Read more: http://www.lonelyplanet.com/malaysia/malaysian-borneo-
sarawak/bintulu/introduction#ixzz4MqzaVsXf

The town is geographically situated half way
between Kuching and Kota Kinabalu. Bintulu is a
central gateway to tourist spots like Bakun
Resort, Niah Caves (Gua Niah in Malay), Mulu
National Park, Longan Bunut National Park,
Lambir National Park, Sibuti Wildlife Sanctuary,
Rejang Pelagus, Belaga and the Bario Highlands.



Belanum is blessed with a nearby swimming hole
which offers a natural massage experience to soothe
the weary body after a lengthy hike up the river.
Belanum’s huge lake, almost the size of Singapore, has
become another outstanding tourism destination. The
vast expanse of the lake offers a picturesque landscape
as myriad as the local legends. The confluence of cold
mountain water and warm lake water creates a unique
dipping experience at the river mouth. For sports
fishermen, angling trips can also be organised further
inland to land highly prized fish like ‘Empurau’ or
‘Semah’. After which, sitting around the barbeque fire,
trading experiences and stories into the still of the night
completes this experience. The floating home-stay
product (locally known as ‘Jelatong’) is currently
offering 4-room accommodation (max 4 to a room).

EXCITING DAY TOURS AT BINTULU  

Similajau National Park showcases the unique
geographical features of the Sarawak coastline north of
Bintulu – a chain of golden sandy beaches, punctuated
by small rocky headlands and jungle streams, and
bordered by dense green forest. The 8,996 hectare park
is at its best during the dry season (approximately
February to October) when the emerald green waters
are crystal clear and ideal for swimming. The park is
very popular with locals at weekends. If you want to
avoid the crowds, visit during the week when you are
likely to have the park all to yourself.

Similajau National Park

Belanum

Tanjung Batu National Park & Beach

Tanjung Batu Beach is a local picnic and recreational
spot located approximately 3km from the town centre.
Tanjung Datu comprises a narrow strip of forested hills
and stunning beaches with clear emerald green waters.
It is one of Sarawak’s smallest national parks but it is
perhaps the most beautiful. A key attraction is its
seclusion. The park’s remoteness means that the
beaches are pristine and the rainforest intact. The park
is home to a variety of wildlife include Bornean gibbons,
pig-tailed macaques, long-tailed macaque monkeys,
silver-leaf monkeys, civet cats, bearded pigs, diverse
birdlife and more. Green turtles also nest on the park’s
beaches from April to September.



Pasar Tamu & Pasar Utama Bintulu

Pasar Tamu & Pasar Utama are two markets
located near each other along the riverfront
selling a range of local produce. The cone-shaped
roofs symbolize the traditional Melanau
headgear, the terendak. The top floor of the
Pasar Utama has stalls selling local hawker food
favourites.

Taman Tumbina

Taman Tumbina is a mini-zoo and botanical park
located near Tanjung Batu. It features a walk-in
hornbill aviary, a walk-in butterfly garden, and
exotic animals including flamingos, crocodiles and
pythons.
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Tua Pek Kong Temple

Another colourful Chinese temple is situated
centrally in the town centre of Bintulu, facing
Kemena River. Many traditional festivals are to be
held here periodically including the famous Wang
Kong Festival, where people commemorate the
dead and execute worship traditions for the local
Chinese people in particular.

Council Negeri Memorial, Bintulu

In Bintulu town itself is the Council Negeri
Memorial which commemorates Sarawak's first
State Legislative Assembly on 8th September
1867. A centenary stone commemorating the
centennial of the historical meeting was erected
on this site in 1967 and was further improved to
include a clock tower and fountain in 1987. The
fountain was attractively fenced up in November
1998 for safety and aesthetical purpose.



Uma Belor Leo Dian Kayan
longhouse Sg. Asap

Uma Belor Leo Dian (Belor Leo Dian
Longhouse) is considered one of the best
Kayan longhouses and potentially the longest
longhouse structure in Sarawak. It consists of
seven connected blocks occupied by a total of
one hundred and one families with a total
population estimated to be 700 people.
However, this number only happens during
school holidays & major festivals such as
Gawai (Harvest festival) and Christmas. The
Kayan is the largest ethnic group in the ‘Orang
Ulu’ community and they are found mainly in
Baram and certain parts of Kapit division.

Uma Belor Leo Dian, is listed in ‘Homestay’
program by the Ministry of Tourism, Malaysia.
Visitors can experience farming and orchard
activities, learn to cook interesting food or
even see how the local wine ‘Burak’ is made.
If you are patient and lucky, spotting a hornbill
is a bonus.

Appreciate the intricate handicrafts of the
Kayan heritage; their colourful beads, the
selampit, wood carvings, the colourful hats
known as ‘Hong’ or the fascinating burial
house of the aristocracy. Participate in the
Kayan social dance such as the ‘Datun Julut’
(long dance) accompanied by the iconic sape
(lute), selingut (nose flute) and Gan Tawek
(gong). The ‘sape’ is the instrument that
makes up part of the renowned Rainforest
World Music Festival logo and one can
certainly find a few masters of the ‘sape’
residing in the area.

EXCITING DAY TOURS AT BINTULU  



BIKF Borneo International Kite Festival is held in the seaside town of Bintulu. The huge windy open space of the
Old Bintulu Airport that faces the South China Sea means ideal consistent flying conditions that kiters love.

This also explains why four records have been set since its inception in 2005. The latest being 2,500 diamond
kites were flown, forming the longest arch kite tunnel of 500 metres which went into the Malaysia Book of
Records. Expect 400 kiters from 25 countries to participate at this festival. This family-fun event comes with
cultural and artiste performances in the evening. Make a day trip to Similajau National Park as a side-trip.
Naturally, this is also a festival for locals to take part in and some come from as far as Kuching, Sibu, Miri and even
from neighbouring Brunei and Sabah. On the ground, you can also learn about making these kites, especially
something as big as the Malaysian 'Wau', which is a work of art.

Cultural performers will also be around to showcase their dancing skills and costumes during the Festival, as this
is a good opportunity to showcase Malaysian multi-cultural diversity.

The array of food too will be something to savour as the number of hawkers and stalls will be put up during the
event. Make it a point to come down to Bintulu and enjoy the Borneo International Kite Festival, which is always
different every year!

Borneo International Kite Festival 



BINTULU is on the brink of a greater transformation towards a friendly Industrial city by 2020 with the
implementation of various projects under the Sarawak Corridor of Renewable Energy (SCORE). As the
rapid growth is fuelled by the oil and gas industry, the third boom in industrial development in Bintulu
is largely through the various heavy industries as well as downstream activities generated from SCORE.
Bintulu is also one of the places in Sarawak that annually organises international events that attract not
only locals but also foreign tourists.

SCORE 

SCORE covers an area of more than 70,000 square kilometres of the resource rich central region of
Sarawak, one of two Malaysian states on the island of Borneo. On the west coast of Sarawak, SCORE
stretches from Tanjung Manis at the mouth of the Rajang river in the south to Samalaju in the north via
Mukah and Bintulu.

SCORE Areas

Tanjung Manis 

The Bintulu Development Authority (BDA) was formed following the discovery of huge reserves of
natural gas and oil offshore Bintulu. The development of this huge reserve warranted a central body
that not only coordinates the development projects but can also implement projects on its own. Hence,
on July 8, 1978, the BDA was created to undertake these roles. Under the BDA Ordinance 1978, the BDA
was established to serve as the government agency to take charge of physical planning and
development in Bintulu Division of Sarawak. BDA's designated area covers the whole of Bintulu Division
with a total area of 12,515 sq. km including 5 km offshore. It consists of two districts: Bintulu District
and Tatau District. They are committed to manage the advancement of Bintulu, in partnership with its
people, into a friendly and sustainable city through the provision of quality physical, social and
economic development services.



Samalaju Resort Hotel

4 Number of
Meeting rooms

176 Accommodation 
rooms

150 Capacity of largest
Meeting room

New World Suites 

241 Accommodation 
rooms 250 Capacity of largest

Meeting room

150 Capacity for
banquets

ParkCity Everly Hotel

4 Number of
Meeting rooms

228 Accommodation 
rooms

600 Capacity of largest
ballroom

420 Capacity for
banquets

Conference Venues & Hotels

Brand new resort hotel located within Samalaju Industrial Park, an
hour’s drive away from Bintulu. The hotel offers stunning views of both
the South China Sea and the Similajau National Park.

New World Suites is located at the doorstep of ParkCity Mall, Bintulu’s
largest Shopping mall. The heart of Bintulu town, famed for its shopping,
gourmet foods and entertainment. A mere 25 minutes drive to from
Bintulu airport and the gateway to the world renowned Mulu and Niah
Caves. Centrally located with access to all major towns in Sarawak and
Brunei, 2 hours drive from Miri via Bintulu-Miri Highway and 3 hours drive
from Sibu.

ParkCity Everly Hotel offers 228 elegantly decorated rooms furnished with
all modern conveniences. Just 20 minutes from the Bintulu airport, the
Hotel is strategically located close to business, shopping and
entertainment districts. They are committed to provide their guests with
excellent service and a memorable stay.

NU Hotel

4 Number of
Meeting rooms

210 Accommodation 
rooms

200 Capacity for
banquets

NU Hotel Bintulu offers 210 guest rooms with sleek and contemporary
furnishings which include Standard, Superior, Deluxe, Nu Suite and
Premier Suite. Nu Hotel is a brand new, contemporary upscale hotel
centrally located in the heart of Bintulu town, a mere 20 minutes drive
away from the airport. It is situated in Medan Raya amongst one of the
liveliest areas of the town with outstanding choices for business,
shopping, entertainment and dining.



1. Sarawak has been blessed with political, economic and social stability for decades.

2. The Queen’s English is widely spoken.

3. Over 2.6 million people from 28 ethnic groups live in harmony in Sarawak. Our multi-cultural,
multi-ethnic, multi-religious communities celebrate diversity, and welcome world travellers
with a smile.

4. Home to one of the world’s oldest rainforests yet striving to be at the forefront of modern
technology and communications, Sarawak presents itself as a unique venue where “old-
world charm meets modern convenience”, in a place where headhunters used to roam 150
years ago. Sarawak will take you to a unique world, where it is commonplace for misty
mountains and green jungles to sit at the fringes of our ultra-modern city lights.

5. The State Government ensures the best and the latest services are available in
transportation, banking, commercial amenities, conferencing, accommodation and city
developments.

6. The State and Federal Governments offer financial sponsorship and delegate marketing
packages to add amazing value to your event. Your supporters include Ministry of Tourism,
Arts and Culture, Sarawak and Sarawak Convention Bureau.

7. Outstanding value for money can be had with some of the most affordable rates for hotel
accommodation, conference venues and tours in the world. Here, a room at 5 Star hotel is
only USD97 a night, while local meal (or a beer) is just USD2, and a sirloin steak just USD10.

To p  Re a s o n s  Fo r  C h o o s i n g  B i n t u l u ,  
S a r a w a k



8. Sarawak has been hosting world class conferences and meetings with great success since 
2006. Its popularity and experience continues to rise as more delegates seek unique 
alternatives to typical city locations. This strength shines through the high 82% success rate 
we enjoy for international convention bids. For more information, go to 
www.sarawakcb.com.

9. The history of Sarawak is as romantic as any in the world, filled with swashbuckling English
adventurers and noble tribal kingdoms. In 1841, James Brooke, an English adventurer, was
awarded the feudal title of Rajah. Thus began the rule of three generations of the White
Rajahs, which lasted over 100 years and brought development to this raw and wild land.

10. Exciting tours are at hand and can be experienced in just one day! Immerse yourself into
Bintulu’s Similajau National Park. The 8,996 hectare park is at its best during the dry season
(approximately February to October) when the emerald green waters are crystal clear and
ideal for swimming. Stopover at Uma Belor Leo Dian Kayan longhouse, considered one of the
best Kayan longhouses and potentially the longest longhouse structure in Sarawak. It consists
of seven connected blocks occupied by a total of one hundred and one families with a total
population estimated to be 700 people. Afterward, visit the Tua Pek Kong temple situated
centrally in the town centre of Bintulu, facing Kemena River.

11. The state is a gastronomic wonderland that offers five star cuisine to the world’s best street
food! Asian, Western, Middle Eastern, European, Halal, Vegetarian, and even special menus
are available.

To p  Re a s o n s  Fo r  C h o o s i n g  B i n t u l u ,  
S a r a w a k

http://www.sarawakcb.com/

